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Scenic spots both old and new are scattered all around Macau, 
from Taipa — which is known for its hybrid Chinese-Portuguese 
culture — to the sleepy fishing villages of Coloane.
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(Anticlockwise 
from above left) s 
dolor viverra et. 
Sed condimentum 
justo at mi maximus, 
in faucibus eros 
vestibulum. Curabitur 
dictum porta ante 
nec sagittis. Sed 
commodo sed nunc 
tempor auctor. Etiam 
ut lobortis odio. Ut 
porta lectus id pretium 
posuere. Suspendisse 
et consequat lorem, 
in facilisis diam. 
Vestibulum in 
malesuada ante.

T
wenty years after its return to 
Chinese control, tiny Macau 
remains better known for its 
statistics than its streets, its 
sky-high GDP an economic 

miracle largely resulting from its 
unstoppable gaming industry. Now, 
though, this special administrative 
region is being rebranded as a culture-
rich East-West hybrid, with its own 
unique and distinct flavour.

The May 2020 passing of billionaire 
businessman Stanley Ho — the casino 
kingpin who built the ‘Las Vegas of the 
East’ — signalled the end of an era in the 
city made rich by his sprawling gambling 
empire. Macau’s resurgence as a city of 
culture, art, and architecture, however, 
had been well under way throughout 
the last decade; oddly, it’s a fact that’s 
surprising to many first-time visitors. 

Aiming to broaden the city’s tourist 
appeal, the local government engaged 
its population in choosing Macau’s Eight 
New Scenic Spots via a 2019 survey, 
highlighting areas that have attained 
special significance since Portugal 
handed its last overseas dependency to 
China in 1999. The poll results spotlighted 
some history-rich hubs around Macau, 

but also its emergence as a modern city 
graced by remarkable buildings and 
engineering projects. 

Right in the heart of town, Two 
Lakes and One Tower — the Nam Van 
and Sai Van artificial lakes, and Macau 
Tower — provide a focal point that splits 
the northern peninsula from Cotai, 
the reclaimed gambling zone that has 
transformed its 21st-century fortunes. 
The newest entry on the Scenic Spots  
list is the 55km-long Hong Kong–
Zhuhai–Macao Bridge, which opened in 
2018; it’s currently the world’s longest 
sea crossing.

Modern megastructures like these 
belie Macau’s popular image as a 
destination that owes its renown solely 
to casino-resorts such as The Venetian 
Macao and City of Dreams. In fact, 
juxtapositions of the old and the new 
are found all over the city. And now, 
after two decades of Chinese rule, 
its traditional neighbourhoods and 
successful heritage projects — thanks 
to the efforts of both UNESCO and the 
local government — remain every bit as 
cherished as the swanky betting houses 
with which it has more recently made 
its name. 

MACAU’S SCENIC 
SPOTS OF SPECIAL 
SIGNIFICANCE 
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ST LAZARUS & SAN LORENZO 
St Lazarus is the smallest and most 
impeccable of the peninsula’s five 
parishes. Albergue SCM (Santa Casa 
da Misericórdia), one of the city’s most 
photogenic spots, centres on a small 
courtyard flanked by yellow buildings; 
it attracts plenty of artists and poets. 
Guia Hill’s historic fortress, chapel, and 
lighthouse (Macau’s highest point) offer 
swoon-worthy views. Tap Seac Square is 
a cultural hotbed whose vividly coloured 
civic buildings are a photographer’s 
paradise. For something more intimate, 
visit Lou Lim Ieoc Garden; modelled on 
Suzhou’s classical gardens, it feaures 
bamboo groves, a pond, and a pavilion.

Southwest towards Praia Grande, the 
crowds peter out and some of the city’s 
most celebrated cityscapes, including 
Macau Tower and the two lakes, rear into 
view. This scene’s finest observation point 
is San Lorenzo parish, one of the territory’s 
most affluent and peaceful postcodes, 
and its hilltop church the Chapel of Our 
Lady of Penha, which towers above the 
colonial villas of Avenida da República. 
This reconstructed site was reputedly 
built by Portuguese sailors who narrowly 
survived a seafaring dispute with the 
Dutch, and subsequently became a place 
of pilgrimage for sailors about to embark 
on perilous voyages.

PENINSULAR MACAU
Although it borders Guangdong in 
south-eastern China, the peninsula’s 
architecture combines elements from 
colonial Portugal and Hong Kong. The 
area around Sofitel Macau At Ponte 16, 
next to the Inner Harbour that separates 
Macau from the mainland, holds an 
embarrassment of riches for culture 
vultures. It contains the city’s best-
known public plaza, Senado Square (the 
centrepiece of the UNESCO Historic 
Centre of Macau), as well as backstreets 
infused with cosmopolitan influence, and 
a host of desirable public parks. 

The streets are as navigable as they are 
attractive, their cobblestone pavements 
animated by swirling mosaics that 
denote aspects of the city’s maritime 
history. A stone’s throw from its most-
visited attraction, the Ruins of St Paul’s 
— an intact wall that’s all that remains 
since fire destroyed a religious complex 
in 1835 — lies Travessa da Paixão, one of 
the best-preserved alleys from Macau’s 
colonial era (paixão means “infatuation” 
or “suffering” in Portuguese). Pink 
and yellow period town houses, and 
old European street lamps and flower 
arrangements — and relative tranquillity 
— lend this lane an inherent romance.

A 10-minute stroll west, Rua da 
Felicidade (“Happiness Street”) — Macau’s 
quintessential heritage thoroughfare 

— has a far more risqué history. Now a 
respectable address housing businesses 
from around Asia (including SanVa 
Hospedaria, Macau’s oldest guesthouse, 
and Fat Siu Lau, a Macanese roast pigeon 
restaurant established in 1903), the road 
was, until the 1940s, the preferred retreat 
of gamblers, opium smokers, and brothel 
patrons. When such carnal and narcotic 
vices were outlawed, and the red-light 
district underwent gentrification, 
sympathetic restoration allowed Rua 
da Felicidade to retain its original look: 
two-storey grey-brick houses fronted 
by scarlet shutters and doors. The area 

Penha Hill’s dizzy elevation is 
matched by an equally lofty reputation as 
a favourite haunt of VIPs and dignitaries. 
San Lorenzo is marked by an impressive 
array of historical architecture from both 
European and Chinese traditions: from 
the Leal Senado government building 
and the Sir Robert Ho Tung Library to 
the A-Ma Temple (the city’s oldest place 
of worship, which dates back to 1488), 
the transliteration of which (a-Maa-Gok) 
reputedly gave Macau its name. 

(Anticlockwise from above left) s dolor viverra 
et. Sed condimentum justo at mi maximus, in 
faucibus eros vestibulum. Curabitur dictum 
porta ante nec sagittis. Sed commodo sed 
nunc tempor auctor. Etiam ut lobortis odio. Ut 
porta lectus id pretium posuere. Suspendisse et 
consequat lorem, in facilisis diam. Vestibulum 
in malesuada ante.

GETTING AROUND 

Macau is one of the most walkable cities 
in the Pearl River Delta. Plenty of public 
transport options are also available. 

Buses: The Macau Tourist Map, available 
from tourist-information offices or the 
TCM website (www.tcm.com.mo/web/
EV/Route.aspx), displays available routes. 
These operate to and from the airport, 
and through Taipa, Cotai and Coloane; 
stops are announced in multiple languages 
including English, Portuguese, Mandarin, 
and Cantonese. Use the Bus Traveling 
System app to check times and routes. 

Train: Macau’s driverless, low-carbon LRT 
just opened in December 2019. It links 

the airport, the ferry terminal, Macau 
University of Science and Technology, 
and key stops in Cotai; a second phase, 
scheduled to be operational by 2024, 
extends to the mainland border. 

Taxis: These are price-regulated, 
and there are taxi stands near hotel 
lobbies. Expect an MOP$5 surcharge 
when boarding at the airport, the ferry 
terminal, the University of Macau, the 
Cotai frontier post, and the Hong Kong–
Zhuhai–Macau frontier post, as well 
as trips into Coloane. Not all drivers 
speak English, so it is helpful to have 
the Chinese name of your destination 
written down. 

Ride-hailing apps: Macau Taxi Fare, one 
of the most popular, provides extra 
information on your destination; Macao 
Taxi Android is also recommended. A 
licenced radio taxi service is another 
option; visit its official website at http://
macaotaxi.com/en.

Currency: The Macanese pataca and Hong 
Kong dollar have virtual parity and are 
both officially accepted; the Chinese yuan 
is used informally. All three are available 
at ATM machines. Some shops only return 
change in pataca; some only accept large 
RMB notes. If you are visiting for just a few 
days, it’s best to use Hong Kong dollars, 
which are easy to exchange after you leave.

has also evolved into a base for a sizeable 
Filipino community.

A multicultural ambience also 
pervades the streetscapes leading up 
north towards Luís de Camões Garden. 
This park is where the revered poet 
LuÍs de Camões wrote Os LusÍadas (The 
Lusiads), an epic poem inspired by the 
voyages of Vasco de Gama. Lining Praça 
de LuÍs de Camões are French bistros, 
street art, and elegant boutiques, 
fusing in an eclectic scene that forms a 
colourful setting for events such as the 
spectacular annual Macao Light Festival 
in November. 
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COLOANE
If Taipa puts one in mind of the 
Europe of yesteryear, Coloane is its 
oriental counterpart: a journey back 
in time though abandoned shipyards, 
beaches, and expansive countryside. 
Neighbourhoods such as Ka Ho Village are 
traditional pockets rich with immigrant 
history and quirky temples, but 90 
percent of Coloane’s land area is covered 
by woodland, parks, and gardens. 

This sleepy parish features twice on 
the Scenic Spots list: The Long Chao Kok 
nature trail is punctuated by colourful 
rock formations and sea views, while 
Coloane Fishing Village — once a bustling 
seaport — is a picture of old-time 
contentment with winding alleyways, 
ramshackle homes, small squares, and 
places of worship; its enchanting Chapel 
of St Francis Xavier is an architectural 
highlight whose alluring symmetry will 

TAIPA
Connected by reclaimed land to Cotai and 
Coloane, Taipa has a personality entirely 
distinct from either of its neigbours. 
Taipa Village fuses low-rise architecture 
and traditional lifestyles with modern 
businesses; it’s a microcosm of Portuguese 
pre-handover days. Its streets are lined 
with multi-hued shophouses and 
churches.  One such, Our Lady of Carmel, 
is an imposing 1865 building near the jade-
green Taipa Houses–Museum; the latter is 
a stately row of repurposed 1920s homes 
on the waterfront at Avenida da Praia.  

Old Taipa best exemplifies Macau’s 
melange of heritage architecture, music, 
art, and cuisine — a fusion of cultures 
that makes you wonder why so few 
visitors explore the area, given its close 
proximity to the casinos. Along these 
nostalgia-laden streets, art-deco brick 
houses sporting shutters, balconies, and 
Portuguese tiles form the backdrop to 
fishermen drying their catch, customers 
enjoying fado music at cafés, and folk 
dancers enlivening the weekend flea 
market at Bombeiros Square. 

Though predominantly imbued 
with a discreet European ambience, 
places of worship such as the Pak Tai 

Temple, and the colourful food stores 
on the pedestrianised Rua do Cunha, 
offer reminders of Taipa’s long-standing 
Chinese presence. Many outlets here offer 
samples to would-be customers, making 
this strip a gold mine for aficionados of 
treats such as almond cookies, pork chop 
buns, speciality egg tarts, and serradura 
(“sawdust”), a delicious layered biscuit-
and-cream dessert. A short hop south is 
Restaurante Litoral, an old-school eatery 
serving Macanese fusion favourites like 
minchi (minced beef topped with egg) 
and galinha à Portuguesa no forno 
(baked Portuguese chicken).

The dining options crammed into 
Old Taipa include Korean, Italian, 
Mexican, and Argentinian fare, but 
it’s the Portuguese restaurants that 
receive the highest acclaim. The best 
places to try this beloved cuisine — with 
its staples such as octopus salad and 
bacalhau (salted cod) — include one-
Michelin-starred António, romantically 
situated on Rua dos Clérigos, and A 
Tasca do Luís, a homey eatery where 
I feasted on chouriço assado (grilled 
sausages, drenched in alcohol and set 
aflame in a clay dish).

delight Wes Anderson fanatics.
Though Coloane is known as the home 

of pastel de nata (egg tart) institution 
Lord Stow’s Bakery, and cuttlefish 
specialist Fernando Restaurante, 
it’s populated principally by reliable 
Macanese or Chinese restos, and 
beachside eateries such as the bucolic 
Café Panorama at Grand Coloane Resort. 
Recently, the mixed-use complex One 
Oasis has unveiled gastronomic newbies 
JaK’s Kitchen and Sky Café, for fans of 
Western or Korean fusion fare.  

(Anticlockwise from above 
left) s dolor viverra et. Sed 
condimentum justo at mi 
maximus, in faucibus eros 
vestibulum. Curabitur 
dictum porta ante nec 
sagittis. Sed commodo sed 
nunc tempor auctor. Etiam 
ut lobortis odio. Ut porta 
lectus id pretium posuere. 
Suspendisse et consequat 
lorem, in facilisis diam. 
Vestibulum in malesuada 
ante.

    HONG KONG IS ON SINGAPORE AIRLINES’ 
REGULAR FLIGHT NETWORK. FROM 
THERE, TAKE A CONNECTING FLIGHT TO 
MACAU. VISIT SINGAPOREAIR.COM FOR 
THE LATEST AVAILABLE SCHEDULES.


